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Talking about Pictures

There are two types of tasks describing photos. In 
the first one, you are asked to talk on your own 
about one picture for about a minute.  In the 
second, you are asked to compare and contrast 
two or more pictures for about 2 – 3 minutes. In 
both cases, you are not interrupted and when you 
have finished, you may be asked a question or 
two about the photo(s). 
-  When you describe a photo, do not give 

much detail but focus on the situation. Say 
something general about the picture and 
speculate about the relationship between the 
people and their feelings. Give your opinion 
about the situation and support it with 
arguments and / or examples. 

-  Use the Present Continuous to describe what 
is happening in the picture. 

-   When you compare and contrast photos, 
focus on the similarities and differences. In 
general, there is a common topic that links the 
pictures. 

Useful Language for Talking about Pictures 

Describing 
The (first) photo shows …
In the background, we can see a …
There is / are … in this picture …

Talking about similarities
Both pictures are about … / show …
In both pictures the people are …
One similarity is that …

Talking about differences
Photo A is more / less … than photo B. 
The main difference is …
In contrast, / However, (in) Photo B, …

Speculating about the situation
Perhaps / Maybe / It is probably they are… 
It seems to me that the people in this photo …
They could/might be … close gap

Giving your opinion or expressing your feelings 
Photo A reminds me of …
I wouldn’t like to be in this situation. 
Personally, I’d like to visit a place like this.
The situation in Photo B is unusual because …

Discussion

A discussion is a friendly conversation about 
a topic with one or more people. The topic is 
presented in one or more questions, a set of 
ideas or a statement and is related to everyday 
life. You are expected to start, keep on and end 
the conversation in about 2 – 3 minutes. 
-  Listen carefully to what the others say, show 

interest and be respectful and polite. 
-  Keep the topic in mind and do not talk about 

irrelevant things. If you cannot continue, or 
cannot remember a word, never use your own 
language to ask for help. 

- As in any conversation, you can interrupt 
to clarify a point, make comments, agree, 
disagree and give your opinion. 

- To make your point clear, support your 
opinions with examples and arguments for 
and against the topic.  

Useful Language for Discussions 

Interrupting 
Can I say something?
Sorry for interrupting, 
but…
Excuse me, can you 
repeat what you said?

Giving opinions
To be honest, …
In my opinion, …

I believe that …

Agreeing 
You are absolutely right! 
I agree with you. 
Perhaps you’re right. 

Giving examples
For example, …
For instance, …
… such as … / like …

Disagreeing 
I’m not sure about that…
Yes, but don’t you think 
that …
That may be true, but …

Giving reasons 
That’s why, …
For that reason, I …

Showing interest 
Oh, really? / Go ahead! 
I see what you mean … 
That’s great/horrible!

Clarifying
Actually, …
In fact, …
What I’m trying to say is 
that …
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Role Play

In this type of task, you interact with one or 
more people in a simulated situation. Each of 
you plays a role and you have a conversation for 
about 2–3 minutes. It is very important that you 
read the description of the situation carefully and 
understand who you are going to talk to and what 
you are going to talk about. The situations, roles 
and topics are related to everyday life. 
- Make sure that you include all the points 

mentioned in the description of the situation. 
- Listen carefully to the others and react 

appropriately to what they say. 
- Depending on the situation, you may be 

asked to do different things, for example, 
solve a problem, ask/give advice, ask/offer 
help, persuade someone to do something, 
make/accept/reject suggestions, reach a 
consensus, apologise and make excuses, giving 
instructions etc. This means you are expected 
to use the functional language at B1 level. 

Some Examples of Useful Language for Role Plays

Making, accepting and rejecting suggestions
How about / Why don’t we / Could we …?
If I were you, I would …
All right, let’s do it!
I don’t think that is a good idea. 

Apologising and making excuses
Oh, that’s not what I wanted to say. 
Sorry about that, but …
I understand how you feel but …

Asking for help and advice
Could you do me a favour? 
May I ask you something? 
Could you help me with …?
What do you think I should do?

Reaching a consensus
Let’s do it like that, OK?
So, let’s agree on …
So, we can first … and then, …

Presentation 

This task consists in presenting your opinion 
about a topic. You are given time to organise your 
ideas, and then you talk for about 1–2 minutes. 
A mini-presentation should have a clear structure 
to help the listener understand your point. 
You can structure your talk like this:

1. Introduction
-  introduce the topic / say if you agree with

the topic
-  say what your main points are going to be

2. Body
-  1st point supported by examples and

reasons 
-  2nd point supported by examples and 

reasons

3. Conclusion
-  summarise the content

Useful Language for Presentations

Introduction
I’m going to talk about …
I agree / partially agree 
/ disagree with the topic 
because …
First, I’d like/I’m going to 
talk about …
Then, I’m going to 
mention …
Finally, I’ll talk about …

Giving examples
For example, …
For instance, …

… such as / like …

Sequencing
First of all, / Firstly,
Secondly, / Then, …
Finally, …

Conclusion
So, in conclusion, …
To sum up, …
To conclude, …

Adding arguments 
Moreover, …
Also, …
What’s more, …

Opposing arguments 
On the other hand, …
However, …
In contrast, …
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