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Introduction


“The Rosary is a school of prayer;
the Rosary is a school of faith!”*



At his Sunday Angelus message on November 17, 2013, Pope Francis distributed 20,000 rosaries to the crowd, saying: “Now I would like to recommend a medicine to you. Some of you may be wondering: ‘Is the Pope a pharmacist now?’ It is a special medicine … a medicine that consists of fifty-nine threaded beads. … This little box contains the medicine and will be distributed to you by volunteers as you leave the Square. … There is a rosary, with which you can [also] pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy, spiritual help for our souls and for spreading love, forgiveness, and brotherhood everywhere. Do not forget to take it, because it is good for you. It is good for the heart, the soul, and for life in general!”

In his simple way, Pope Francis tells us that the Rosary can play a very important part in our spiritual life. It is a remedy for our ills and a means to help us grow. In praying it, we think about the mysteries in the life of Jesus and Mary, and we ask for the grace to imitate their virtues.

This book contains a thought from Pope Francis for each Hail Mary. These thoughts have been culled from various homilies, addresses, and written texts of the Holy Father in which he reflects upon the mysteries in the lives of Jesus and Mary. The pope’s down-to-earth way of explaining things gets right to the heart of the mysteries. The thoughts are meant to help you pray, so use them freely in whatever way you wish. You may choose to read the thought offered before each Hail Mary, or you may prefer to contemplate one or two thoughts for the entire decade or perhaps the entire Rosary. Stay with any of the reflections as long as you wish.
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